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New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB) 
The Seneca Falls Central School District is pleased to participate in the New York State Seal of 
Biliteracy Program.  In recognition of the importance of bilingualism, many states have begun to 
award a Seal of Biliteracy to the diploma of students who have studied and attained a high level of 
proficiency in English and another language by high school graduation.   
 
What is the NYS Seal of Biliteracy?  
The Seal of Biliteracy is a prestigious award that lets colleges and employers know that you are 
proficient in more than one language. It is a distinction that will be attached to diplomas and 
transcripts of graduates who have demonstrated language proficiency in both English and any other 
language, including American Sign Language. 
 
 What is proficiency in a language other than English?  

New York State has set the target level of proficiency at Intermediate‐

High based on the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages (ACTFL) Proficiency Guidelines. See the website for more 
detailed information: http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines‐and‐

manuals/actfl‐proficiency‐guidelines‐2012 
 
Why earn the Seal of Biliteracy?  

● Employers and colleges are looking for bilingual applicants 
● The seal honors the many cultures and languages in our communities 
● The seal enhances applications for college, grants and scholarships 
● This distinction prepares you with the 21st century skills desired by many employers 
● Earning the Seal of Biliteracy demonstrates your own commitment to diversity in our 

community and world 
 
Who may apply for the NYSSB? 
Any student working towards proficiency in reading, writing, listening and speaking in English and 
another language can apply. High school counselors and language teachers will assist students who 
are eligible to apply for this seal of distinction. Students will be introduced to the program 
requirements beginning in ninth grade. Planning will typically begin during the 11th grade year. 
School counselors will ensure that all necessary courses are in the student’s course load to achieve the 
seal. Students starting their junior or senior year are eligible to apply for the NYSSB. 
 

 
 

 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines
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How to Earn the Seal of Biliteracy 
 

Criteria: In addition to completing all of the requirements for graduating with a NYS Regents 
diploma, students wishing to receive the NYS Seal of Biliteracy must also demonstrate proficiency in 
both English and another language. Students will need to earn 3 points in a Language Other Than 
English and 3 points in English.  Criteria and options for earning these points are outlined below. 
 

Criteria for Demonstrating 
Proficiency in English 

Point 
Value 

Criteria for Demonstrating 
Proficiency in a World Language 

Point 
Value 

1a. Score 80 or higher on the NYS 
Regents Examination in English 
Language Arts (Common Core)  

OR 
English Language Learners (ELLs) 
score 75 or above on two Regents 
exams other than English, without 
translation 

 

1 2a. Complete a Checkpoint C level World 
Language Course, with a grade of 85 
or higher 

1 

1b. ELLs score at the Commanding level 
on the NYS English as a Second 
Language Achievement Test 
(NYSESLAT) as demonstrated by an 
overall scale score of 290. 

1 2b. Provide transcripts from a school in a 
country outside the US showing at 
least 3 years of instruction in the 
student’s home/ native language in 
grade 8 or beyond, with an equivalent 
average of 80 or above. 

 

1 

1c. Complete all 11th and 12th grade ELA 
courses with an average of 85 or 
higher 

1 2c. Score at a proficient level on an 
accredited Checkpoint C World 
Language assessment 

 

1 

1d. Present a culminating project, 
scholarly essay or portfolio that meets 
the criteria for speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing established by 
the district’s NYS Seal of Biliteracy 
Committee to a panel of reviewers 
with proficiency in English 

*Project choice must be approved by 
your advisor. 

2 2d. Present a culminating project, 
scholarly essay, or portfolio that meets 
the criteria for speaking, listening, 
reading and writing established by the 
district’s NYS Seal of Biliteracy 
Committee and that is aligned to the 
NYS Checkpoint C Learning Standards 
to a panel of reviewers with 
proficiency in the target language 

*Project choice must be approved by 
your advisor 

 

2 

*Students that choose to complete a culminating project to earn sufficient points for 
both English and a World Language must complete a different project for each 
language.  
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New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB) 
Culminating Projects 

The student will research a topic of interest and create a culminating project that showcases his/her skills, 
abilities and talents in the target language. The Project must include all four modalities of the target language 
unless otherwise stated in an IEP (Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing).  All essays, projects and 
portfolios under consideration for the Seal of Biliteracy should be high quality and demonstrate mastery of 
these standards. 
 
According to the NYS Next Generation Learning Standards for Writing, high school students should be able to 
communicate ideas through their writing by: 

● effectively asserting and defending claims 
● analyzing arguments 
● conveying experiences (real or imagined) 

 
In order to be college and career-ready writers, students must:  

● take task, purpose, and audience into careful consideration 
● deliberately choose words, structures, and information 
● know how to combine elements of different kinds of writing (i.e. embedded narrative elements within 

an expository structure to produce complex and nuanced writing 
● be able to use technology strategically when creating, refining, and collaborating on writing 
● become adept at gathering information, evaluating sources, and citing material accurately and report 

their findings and analysis from their research in a clear and cohesive manner 
 
Projects may include: 

● Portfolios 
● Research papers 
● An art-themed project which might include recorded performance art (in video format), such as acting, 

singing, poem recitals, etc.  
● A creative writing project 
● Other culminating projects proposed by students and approved by the district NYSSB committee 

 
The above suggestions are not meant to be exhaustive; the student should feel free to develop any project that 
interests them. However, the project theme and expectations are to be discussed with and must be approved by 
the NYSSB advisor prior to beginning the project. 

Please note that your project will not be accepted if there is any evidence of plagiarism, use of an online 
translator or assistance from a native speaker.  
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Student Portfolio Information 
 

One option for a culminating project is to develop a student portfolio.  A portfolio is a purposeful collection of 
selective and significant samples of student work which can be shared with others and which provides evidence 
which exhibits the student's progress and achievement in several areas, the goal being to give a complete view 
of the student's knowledge, abilities, and growth in meeting the portfolio objectives.  
 
Students may compile an English and/or LOTE portfolio as a culminating project in order to achieve the NYS 
Seal of Biliteracy designation. The English portfolio is aligned to NYS ELA Next Generation Learning 
Standards. The LOTE portfolio is composed of a multimodal project in Spanish aligned to the American 
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages 
and NYS Checkpoint C LOTE learning standards.  
 
English Portfolio Components and Standards: 
The English student portfolio may consist of a culminating project, scholarly essay, or portfolio that 
demonstrates proficiency in the NYS ELA Next Generation Learning Standards. To demonstrate proficiency in 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking, applicants may submit one or more of the following: 

● English 11 Regents Research Argument Paper 
● FLCC English 101/103 Composition Position Paper 
● English 12 Benchmark Research Paper and Presentation 
● English 11 or English 12 writing projects 

All portfolio projects/ essays will be submitted to your NYSSB advisor. Please include as many projects/ essays 
as possible to represent proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  
 
LOTE Portfolio Components and Standards: 
The student portfolio must contain evidence of language proficiency at the ACTFL Intermediate High level. It 
will include a collection of student work in all four modalities (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) and all 
three communication modes (interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational).  Each work sample entry must 
be in the Spanish language and in digital format and uploaded into the student’s digital “Portfolio” no later 
than the agreed-upon due date.   
 
The student portfolio project for Spanish biliteracy consists of writing samples and speaking samples collected 
through the course of the year. It must contain one student sample in each of the following areas: 
interpersonal writing, presentational writing, interpersonal speaking, presentational speaking.  
 
A student may include additional types of entries to their portfolio which are evidence of their work and 
progress, such as:  

● Essays 
● Personal Reflections 
● Powerpoint Presentations 
● Problem-Solving Exercises 
● Projects 
● Tests 
● Travel Diaries 
● Videotaped Interviews 
● Written or Performed Skits or Plays 
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Research Paper Information 
 

Another option for a culminating project is to conduct research and write a research paper based upon that 
research.  Students may choose to conduct research in the target language on a topic of their choosing.  
Selected topic must be approved by the NYSSB advisor and must be a different topic if the student chooses to 
write a research paper to satisfy requirements for points for both English and Spanish requirements.   
 
The final research paper should be two pages, typed, double spaced, Times New Roman size 12 and written 
entirely in the target language.  Research conducted should be cited in MLA format.  Sources for research 
should be in the target language and should include written and listening sources.  In addition to the research 
paper, students should submit a copy of the approved project proposal and the reference page citing all work in 
the target language.  The following document should be used to help organize your research and project 
development.  

Seal of Biliteracy Research Project Component Guide for LOTE 
Project Topic: 

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

Choose your topic. Once your advisor has approved it, create a reference page citing all sources you 
use that are in the target language for your research (articles, blogs, songs, recipes, interviews, 
podcasts, etc.).  The reference page will be ongoing, but your project choice should not change after 
your advisor has approved it. 

Reading Sources: You will hand in at least 2 reading sources to your advisor during your research project along with 
your notes based on that source.  Cite your two sources below as you would for your works cited 
page. 
 
1. 
 
2. 

Listening Sources: You will hand in at least 2 listening sources (podcast, video, commercial, newscast, interview, 
song, etc.) to your advisor during your research project along with your notes based on that source. 
Cite your two sources below as you would for your works cited page. 
1. 
 
2. 
 
*You will also demonstrate interpersonal listening skills during your presentation when the Seal 
of Biliteracy panel asks you questions in the target language & you answer in the target 
language. 

Writing: 
Choose your format 

□  Traditional research paper: 2 pages double spaced, MLA style 
              ‐OR‐ 
□  Two or more shorter written components: A combination of items such as online article or  blog, 

informational flyer, story, poem, survey, memoir, biography, autobiography, etc. If selecting this option, list 

your written components below:  
1.  
2.  
3. 
 

*Total written content must be comparable in length to that of a 2 page paper and must be 
approved by your advisor.  

Presentation: 
Writing, Speaking & 
Listening 

You will present your project to a Seal of Biliteracy panel.  Your presentation should be about 5 
minutes long.  During the presentation you should speak in the target language about your topic, 
why you chose it, how you went about researching it, what you learned, etc.  You should be prepared 
to answer questions in the target language from the panel about your presentation.  It is beneficial to 
display visuals during your presentation that support what you will be speaking about.  



8 

 

Corresponding Rubrics and Proficiency Standards 

 

For English and category 1-2 modern languages (those that use a Roman-based alphabet such as 
Spanish, French, Italian, German), the required proficiency level is Intermediate High.  

For category 3-4 modern languages (Indigenous languages such as Seneca and Tuscarora, those that 
use a non-Roman-based alphabet such as Arabic, Greek, Hebrew, and Russian, and those that are 
character-based such as Japanese, Korean, Mandarin, and Vietnamese), the required proficiency level 
is Intermediate Mid.  

For classical languages (those from an earlier time in human history that have no living native 
speakers such as Latin and ancient Greek), the required proficiency level is Intermediate High for 
Interpretive Reading. 

Culminating Projects are presented by the student in the language being assessed to a panel of at least 
two qualified adult speakers of the language.  Panelists may include classroom teachers, other faculty 
and staff, and community members.  Students present their projects and then the panel interviews the 
students in the language being assessed.  

Projects are evaluated using a rubric that is aligned with ACTFL proficiency levels.  NYSED created 
rubrics for each of the language categories will be used to evaluate student work. Rubrics are on the 
pages that follow. 
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Intermediate High Standards based on ACTFL 

Speaking 
● Intermediate High speakers are able to converse with ease and confidence when dealing with routine 

tasks and social situations of the Intermediate level. They are able to successfully handle uncomplicated 
tasks and social situations requiring an exchange of basic information related to their work, school, 
recreation, particular interests, and areas of competence.   

● Intermediate High speakers can handle a substantial number of tasks associated with the Advanced 
level, but they are unable to sustain performance of all of these tasks all of the time.  

● Intermediate High speakers can narrate and describe in all major time frames using connected 
discourse of paragraph length, but not all the time. Typically, when Intermediate High speakers attempt 
to perform Advanced-level tasks, their speech exhibits one or more features of breakdown, such as the 
failure to carry out fully the narration or description in the appropriate major time frame, an inability to 
maintain paragraph-length discourse, or a reduction in breadth and appropriateness of vocabulary. 

● Intermediate High speakers can generally be understood by native speakers unaccustomed to dealing 
with nonnatives, although interference from another language may be evident (e.g., use of code-
switching, false cognates, literal translations), and a pattern of gaps in communication may occur.) 

 
Writing 

● Writers at the Intermediate High sublevel are able to meet all practical writing needs of the 
Intermediate level. Additionally, they can write compositions and simple summaries related to work 
and/or school experiences. They can narrate and describe in different time frames when writing about 
everyday events and situations. These narrations and descriptions are often but not always of paragraph 
length, and they typically contain some evidence of breakdown in one or more features of the Advanced 
level. For example, these writers may be inconsistent in the use of appropriate major time markers, 
resulting in a loss of clarity. The vocabulary, grammar, and style of Intermediate High writers 
essentially correspond to those of the spoken language. 

● Intermediate High writing, even with numerous and perhaps significant errors, is generally 
comprehensible to natives not used to the writing of non-natives, but there are likely to be gaps in 
comprehension. 

 
Listening 

● At the Intermediate High sublevel, listeners are able to understand, with ease and confidence, simple 
sentence-length speech in basic personal and social contexts. They can derive substantial meaning from 
some connected texts typically understood by Advanced-level listeners although there often will be gaps 
in understanding due to a limited knowledge of the vocabulary and structures of the spoken language. 

 
Reading 

● At the Intermediate High sub-level, readers are able to understand fully and with ease short, non-
complex texts that convey basic information and deal with personal and social topics to which the 
reader brings personal interest or knowledge. These readers are also able to understand some 
connected texts featuring description and narration although there will be occasional gaps in 
understanding due to a limited knowledge of the vocabulary, structures, and writing conventions of the 
language. 
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Date Received ___________________ 
 

Counselor Signature: ______________________________________ 

Qualifications Checklist for Seal of Biliteracy 
Original copy completed and retained by Seal of Biliteracy Committee 

 
Student Name ___________________________ Year of Graduation: ___________ 

On track to complete all requirements for graduating with a NYS Regents Diploma 
 

□ 

Criteria Required to Demonstrate English Proficiency Complete Approved 
(initials) 

Date 

Scored 80 or higher on the NYS ELA Regents exam 
or ELL scored 75 or above on two Regents exams without 
translation 

1 pt. □   

ELL scored Commanding on two NYSESLAT modalities 
1 pt. □   

Completed grades 11 and 12 ELA courses with 85 
average or higher 

1 pt. □   

Scored 3 or higher on AP English Literature exam or 
AP English Language and Composition exam during 11th 
grade  

1 pt. □   

Passed Culminating Project 
2 pts. □   

 
TOTAL POINTS (3 PTS. REQUIRED) YES □ NO □ 

 

Criteria Required to Demonstrate LOTE Proficiency Complete Approved 
(initials) 

Date 

Scored 85 or higher on Level 4 and/or Level 5 LOTE 
coursework and exam 

1 pt. □   

ELL provided transcripts from country outside U.S. showing 
B average or higher for 3 years or more, 8th grade and 
beyond 

1 pt. □   

Scored proficient on approved LOTE assessment 
● Exam taken by the end of grade 11 
● AP Exam offered to meet this requirement (score of 4 

or higher required) 

1 pt. □   

Passed Culminating Project 2 pts. □   

 
TOTAL POINTS (3 PTS. REQUIRED) YES □ NO □ 

 

Student Awarded Seal of Biliteracy YES □ NO □ 

 

Verified by Seal of Biliteracy Committee 
 
Name: 

 
 
Signature 
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Mynderse Academy 
105 Troy Street 

Seal of Biliteracy 
Student Application 

 
The New York State Seal of Biliteracy is a formal recognition of high school graduates who have studied and 
attained a high level of proficiency in listening, speaking, reading and writing in one or more languages in 
addition to English.  

Criteria: In addition to completing all of the requirements for graduating with a NYS Regents diploma, 
students wishing to receive the NYS Seal of Biliteracy must also earn 3 points in a Language other than English 
and 3 points in English Language Arts, as outlined by NYSED.  Refer to this handbook for additional 
information about requirements and criteria.  

Submit this application to your school counselor by November 1 of your junior or senior year.  Applications 
submitted after January 15 will require approval from the Principal to be accepted and will only be accepted 
based on extenuating circumstances.   
Student Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) Student ID # 

Student Email Home Phone 

Home Address Expected Graduation Date 

Language(s) to be Considered for Recognition Name of School Counselor 

Name of Current or Most Recent LOTE Teacher Current or Most Recent LOTE Course(s) 

Name of Current or Most Recent ENL Teacher Current or Most Recent ENL Course(s) 

Name of Current English Teacher  Current English Course(s) 

Statement of intent 
 
I, ____________________________________ (name of student), do hereby state that I intend to 
participate in the NYSSB Program and pursue the New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB). I have carefully 
read all the materials available, and understand that I must submit an application and Letter of Intent form to 
my school guidance department. I also understand that I am required to follow the advice and guidance of my 
NYSSB Advisor and the NYSSB will only be granted if I fulfill all of the requirements as stated in the task 
requirements. 
 
 
_____________________________________   ________________ 
Signature of Student        Date 
 
_____________________________________   ________________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian      Date 
 

 
For Administrative Use                                                                         Student Name____________ 
(detach this page from student section                                              Date___________________ 
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Forms are all electronic and linked below.  
 

NYSSB School Notification Form 

● Purpose:  To notify NYSED of intent to offer the NYSSB in the current school year; to identify 

student subgroups eligible to pursue the NYSSB 

● Deadline to submit form to NYSED:  December 1st 

● Click here (link is external) to access the online NYSSB School Notification Form. 

● Click here for more detailed information on the NYSSB School Notification Form. 

NYSSB Culminating Project Notification Form 

● Purpose:  To notify NYSED of the dates and locations of the Culminating Project Presentations, 

as well as the languages in which they will be delivered 

● Deadline to submit form to NYSED:  March 15th 

● Click here  

● (link is external) 

● to access the online NYSSB Culminating Project Notification form. 

● Click here for more detailed information on the Culminating Project Notification Form. 

End of Year Data Form 

● Purpose:  To provide basic demographic information on successful Seal candidates as well as 

the criteria they met to earn the NYSSB in English and one or more world languages; to order 

the Seal stickers and medallions 

● Deadline to submit form to NYSED:  May 5th 

● Click here to access the End of Year Data Form (Excel workbook). 

● Click here for more detailed information on the End of Year Data Form. 

● Deadline to submit "amended" form to NYSED for previously anticipated candidates:  July 

15th 

http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-school-notification-form
https://forms.gle/s1tPKMwMuNZhGfAm7
https://forms.gle/s1tPKMwMuNZhGfAm7
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-school-notification-form
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-culminating-project-notification-form
https://forms.gle/cj7nChLC8TFqqPUF7
https://forms.gle/cj7nChLC8TFqqPUF7
https://forms.gle/cj7nChLC8TFqqPUF7
https://forms.gle/cj7nChLC8TFqqPUF7
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-culminating-project-notification-form
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-end-year-data-form
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/2021-22-eoy-data-form-rev-2021-09-06.xlsx
http://www.nysed.gov/world-languages/nyssb-end-year-data-form

